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Mary Anning 
Mary Anning was born in the seaside town of Lyme 
Regis, Dorset, UK, in 1799

 It’s said Mary had a lucky escape when she was a 
baby.  The lady holding her was struck by lightning. 
Miraculously, little Mary survived.

In 1811, when Mary was 12, they uncovered a 
strange 5.2-metre-long skeleton!

Mary is recognised as a pioneer in the field of 
palaeontology (the study of fossils) and is 
celebrated as the greatest fossil hunter of all time!

Key info

continents Europe, Asia, Africa, North America, South America Australia, Antarctica

The Alps a mountain range which stretches across France, Switzerland, Italy, 
Germany, Liechtenstein, Austria and Slovenia 

fossils the remains or traces of plants and animals that lived a long time ago

sedimentary rocks rocks formed from sediment grains deposited by water, wind or ice. They 
are always formed in layers and often contain fossils

igneous rocks rocks that have formed by the cooling and hardening of molten lava or 
magma. ‘Ignis’ means ‘fire’

metamorphic rocks rocks which have been changed by extreme heats or pressure

Fossilisation process
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Capital cities in the British Isles

• London, England
• Cardiff, Wales
• Edinburgh, Scotland
• Belfast, Northern Island 

Flags of Europe

Igneous rock Sedimentary rock Metamorphic rock


